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10 Reasons for a Writer to Travel
Karen Childress

I’m addicted to traveling! But the reasons for leaving my office need justification, and not just for my accountant. 

I not only love faraway places with strange-sounding names, but also daytrips to colorful locales. Although the Internet is a wonderful tool, there’s nothing like up-close and personal when you’re looking for resources. Writers can glean numerous benefits from traveling. Here are my Top Ten:

Tax Deductions

This could be my favorite because it gives me credibility in my writing career. I’m a writer, and my 1040 form says so. It proves to the IRS, as well as to myself, that I am actively pursing my writing career, that I’m meeting my goals, and that my job title is WRITER – the craft of my heart, my passion. If it’s in print, it must be true.

Education

No matter what stage of your career, education is important. Whether you’re looking to increase your knowledge or sharing what you know by teaching others, a writer can never have enough brain power. The publishing industry is constantly changing, as is word usage and technical aspects of professions. Attending workshops, conferences, and writing groups are valuable keys to broadening the educational structure of a writer’s ability, and networking is a priceless commodity. If it takes a little travel to attend, pack your suitcase and go. And did I mention tax deductions? 

Story Lines

Traveling will give you more inspiration for a variety of story lines than reading the newspaper or tabloids, but the important point to remember is: be observant and take notes. Watch people in terminals, in hotels, at amusement parks. Stories are everywhere, happening all hours of day and night, and with more realism than in a television show. Pick up literature about the areas you visit to match up a fabulous place with an interesting face. Read name tags and maps, search phone books in hotels. Talk to people that wait on you, and let that conversation work for you. Make good use of the information you collect and let your mind wander as you roam. 

Location, Location, Location

The possibilities for travel to prompt a setting for your writing are endless. The sandy beach, barren desert or bustling cities are just a few of the environments that might jostle a writer’s imagination. Scottish moors, African jungles – romance, mystery and intrigue have no boundaries. And neither should you. If you have an urge to write about the Rocky Mountains, take a trip to Colorado. Drive through those snow-peaked mountains and breathe the fresh air, take a picture. Experience the location – wherever it might be.

Characters/Personalities 
You can meet some of the most interesting characters when you travel, and most of them have stories to tell. If you make an effort to speak and make eye contact, you’ll be amazed at what you might find - an accent, an unusual facial feature, or a magnetic personality trait that might just fit your hero. Ask questions. Most people open up when they hear you’re a writer and interested in talking to them. Incorporate backgrounds and traits to weave and create new stories, adding realism and a new slant to your work.

Nationalities  

What better way to write about Native Americans than to travel to their territory and to learn the specifics of their lifestyle? Whether your interest is in the Navajos of the Southwest or the Eskimos in Alaska, a trip to experience their culture first-hand could be invaluable. Your research would give you a realistic flavor of the people. Meeting people of a different ethnic background from your own, and hearing their stories cannot be replaced with a reference book or web search. 

Shameless Self Promotion

Take every opportunity to broaden your reader base! Everywhere you go, everyone you talk to - hand out a business card or a flyer about your latest work. Leave a postcard announcement in the pocket of an airline seat, in the ladies’ room or restaurants. Be creative. Advertise your web site. Meet, talk, make new friends, and when you travel, let them get to know you. Acquire names for your database mail list. Take advantage of traveling. Promote yourself! 

Rest & Relaxation  
This doesn’t count for anything other than what it is – a writer’s opportunity to revitalize, rejuvenate and replenish. No tax deductions, no research. It’s traveling to get away from your desk, relief from the glare of the computer monitor - time spent renewing your body, mind, heart, and soul. Taken seriously, rest and relaxation are a vital part of writer maintenance. Getting away from the daily routine is a great way to pamper yourself. (And if you get inspired while you’re resting – remember to take notes.)

Visit Your Greatest Fans

This is a fantastic reason to travel. Not only do you get to catch up on personal contacts, you also get to elicit support for your career. Share your life with them, and in return, take that time to learn more about theirs. Enjoy every moment. And don’t forget that friends and relatives are your greatest fans.

First-hand Experience 

Touch that smooth shell on the Montego Bay beach, taste the hot chili pepper in the Mexican cantina, feel the scorching desert heat in Arizona, see the Eiffel Tower for yourself, hear the wind rustle through the trees on the mountain hillside. If you have a story about ballooning, try it. Go hiking, ride a motorcycle, skydive, skinny dip. Capture the memory. Pack a notebook, camera, laptop, and tape recorder – whatever it takes. Absorb as much as possible, devour each bite of sensory richness, and make your research a first-hand experience. 

Travel at every opportunity. Your stories will be richer in the long run, and so will you, because when you broaden your experience, you broaden your mind. And with a broader mind you’ll expand your  opportunities for a larger repertoire and a healthier paycheck. For a writer, traveling is a win-win situation. 
